This article detailed the results of a case-control study of African American men and women throughout North Carolina. The case subjects were African Americans who were recently diagnosed with HIV and who reported contracting HIV through heterosexual contact to the health department. The control subjects were randomly selected individuals who were age-and gendermatched to case subjects. In the analysis, it was discovered that both male and female case subjects were more likely than control subjects to lack health insurance, stable housing, sufficient food, and to be incarcerated. Male case subjects reported higher numbers of lifetime and recent sexual partners than both male control subjects and female case and control subjects. The number of lifetime partners variable was strongly skewed in this case. Male case subjects were also more likely to test positive for syphilis. The article concludes by hypothesizing that a core group of men may be contributing disproportionately to heterosexual HIV transmission within the African This article explores the racial disparity in heterosexual transmission of HIV and specifically focuses on the nature of sexual relationships that differs between White and Black heterosexuals.
